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requests submitted less than 90 days
before a needed change if those re-
quests can be processed before the date
of the needed change.

(d) Determination. The District Com-
mander’s determination to allow the
schedule change is normally forwarded
to the bridge owner within ten working
days after receipt of the request. If the
request is denied, the reasons for the
denial will be set out in the District
Commander’s decision letter.

(e) The drawbridge must return to its
regular operating schedule imme-
diately at the end of the designated
time period.

(f) If the authorized closure period for
an event is broken into separate time
periods on the same day or on consecu-
tive days, the drawbridge must provide
openings for navigation between the
authorized closures.

(g) The District Commander will also
announce the change to the operating
schedule in the Local Notice to Mari-
ners and other appropriate local media.

[USCG-2001-10881, 71 FR 70308, Dec. 4, 2006]

§117.36 Closure of drawbridge for
emergency repair.

(a) When a drawbridge unexpectedly
becomes inoperable, or should be im-
mediately rendered inoperable because
of mechanical failure or structural de-
fect, the drawbridge owner must notify
the District Commander of the closure
without delay and give the reason for
the emergency closure of the draw-
bridge and an estimated time when the
drawbridge will be returned to oper-
ating condition.

(b) The District Commander will no-
tify mariners about the drawbridge sta-
tus through Broadcast Notices to Mari-
ners, Local Notice to Mariners and any
other appropriate local media.

(c) Repair work under this section
must be performed with all due speed
in order to return the drawbridge to
operation as soon as possible.

[USCG-2001-10881, 71 FR 70308, Dec. 4, 2006]

§117.39 Authorized closure of draw-
bridge due to infrequent requests
for openings.

(a) When there have been no requests
for drawbridge openings for at least
two years, a bridge owner may request

§117.41

in writing that the District Com-
mander authorize the drawbridge to re-
main closed to navigation and to be
untended.

(b) The District Commander may:

(1) Authorize the closure of the draw-
bridge;

(2) Set out any conditions in addition
to the requirement in paragraph (d):
and

(3) Revoke an authorization and
order the drawbridge returned to oper-
ation when necessary.

(c) All drawbridges authorized to re-
main closed to navigation, under this
section, must be maintained in oper-
able condition.

(d) Authorization under this section
does not:

(1) Authorize physical changes to the
drawbridge structure, or

(2) Authorize removal of the oper-
ating machinery.

(e) Drawbridges authorized under this
section to remain closed to navigation
and to be untended are identified in
subpart B of this part.

[USCG-2001-10881, 71 FR 70308, Dec. 4, 2006]

§117.40 Advance notice for draw-
bridge opening.

(a) Upon written request by the
owner of a drawbridge, the District
Commander may authorize a draw-
bridge to operate under an advance no-
tice for opening. The drawbridge ten-
der, after receiving the advance notice,
must open the drawbridge at the re-
quested time and allow for a reasonable
delay in arrival of the vessel giving the
advance notice.

(b) If the request is approved, a de-
scription of the advanced notice for the
drawbridge will be added to subpart B
of this part.

[USCG-2001-10881, 71 FR 70309, Dec. 4, 2006]

§117.41 Maintaining drawbridges in
the fully open position.

(a) Drawbridges permanently main-
tained in the fully open to navigation
position may discontinue drawtender
service as long as the drawbridge re-
mains fully open to navigation. The
drawbridge must remain in the fully
open position until drawtender service
is restored.
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§117.42

(b) If a drawbridge is normally main-
tained in the fully open to navigation
position, but closes to navigation for
the passage of pedestrian, vehicular,
rail, or other traffic, the drawbridge
must be tended unless:

(1) Special operating requirements
are established in subpart B of this
part for that drawbridge; or

(2) The drawbridge is remotely oper-
ated or automated.

[USCG-2001-10881, 71 FR 70309, Dec. 4, 2006]

§117.42 Remotely operated and auto-
mated drawbridges.

(a) Upon written request by the
owner of a drawbridge, the District
Commander may authorize a draw-
bridge to operate under an automated
system or from a remote location.

(b) If the request is approved, a de-
scription of the full operation of the re-
motely operated or automated draw-
bridge will be added to subpart B of
this part.

[USCG-2001-10881, 71 FR 70309, Dec. 4, 2006]

§117.47 Clearance gauges.

(a) Clearance gauges are required for
drawbridges across navigable waters of
the United States discharging into the
Atlantic Ocean south of Delaware Bay
(including the Lewes and Rehoboth
Canal, DE) or into the Gulf of Mexico
(including coastal waterways contig-
uous thereto and tributaries to such
waterways and the Lower Atchafalaya
River, LA), except the Mississippi
River and its tributaries and outlets,

(b) Except for provisions in this part
which specify otherwise for particular
drawbridges, clearance gauges shall be
designed, installed, and maintained ac-
cording to the provisions of §118.160 of
this chapter.

NoTE: Clearance gauge requirements, if
any, for drawbridges other than those re-
ferred to in this section are listed in Subpart
B under the appropriate bridge.

[CGD 82-025, 49 FR 17452, Apr. 24, 1984, as
amended by CGD 84-022, 51 FR 16308, May 2,
1986; CGD 96-026, 61 FR 33664, June 28, 1996]

§117.49 Process of violations.

(a) Complaints of alleged violations
under this part are submitted to the
District Commander of the Coast
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Guard District in which the drawbridge
is located.

(b) Penalties for violations under this
part are assessed and collected under
Subpart 1.07 of Part 1 of this chapter.

Subpart B—Specific Requirements

§117.51 General.

The drawbridges in this subpart are
listed by the state in which they are lo-
cated and by the waterway they cross.
Waterways are arranged alphabetically
by state. The drawbridges listed under
a waterway are generally arranged in
order from the mouth of the waterway
moving upstream. The drawbridges on
the Atlantic Intracoastal Waterway
are listed from north to south and on
the Gulf Intracoastal Waterway from
east to west.

[USCG-2001-10881, 71 FR 70309, Dec. 4, 2006]

§117.55 Posting of requirements.

(a) The owner of each drawbridge
under this subpart, other than remov-
able span bridges, must ensure that a
sign summarizing the requirements in
this subpart applicable to the draw-
bridge is posted both upstream and
downstream of the drawbridge. The re-
quirements to be posted need not in-
clude those in Subpart A or §§117.51
through 117.59 of this part.

(b) The signs shall be of sufficient
size and so located as to be easily read
at any time from an approaching ves-
sel.

(c) If advance notice is required to
open the draw, the signs shall also
state the name, address, and telephone
number of the person to be notified.

[CGD 82-025, 49 FR 17452, Apr. 24, 1984, as
amended by USCG-2001-10881, 71 FR 70309,
Dec. 4, 2006]

§117.59 Special requirements due to
hazards.

For the duration of occurrences haz-
ardous to safety or navigation, such as
floods, freshets, and damage to the
bridge or fender system, the District
Commander may require the owner of
an operational drawbridge listed in this
subpart to have the bridge attended
full time and open on signal.
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